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Charlotte Colter Claims Victory in Taylor Harris
Insurance Services National Children’s Medal Final

Upper Marlboro, MD – The penultimate day of the Capital Challenge Horse
Show Equitation Showcase, presented by BIGEQ.com crowned a new winner
as Charlotte Colter of Houston, TX, rose to the top of the Taylor Harris Insurance
Services (THIS) National Children’s Medal Final. Forty of the country’s best
junior equitation riders took their turn inside The Show Place Arena at Prince
George’s Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro, MD, on Saturday, September
26, but it was Colter’s ride on Juice Wrld that stole the show.

“This is really my biggest win,” Colter exclaimed. “I haven't been in the equitation
for too long, so this is definitely my biggest win in the equitation, and probably
overall in my riding career.”

Charlotte Colter rode Juice Wrld to victory in this year's THIS National Children's
Medal Final. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

All 40 riders were tasked with completing the first round course, designed by
Meghan Rawlins and Ken Krome, before the top 10 were invited back for a
second round. Each round was carefully reviewed by three panels of judges
consisting of two judges per panel. Panel one included Tammy Provost and
Tony Sgarlata, panel two included Lyman T Whitehead and Phillip DeVita, and
panel three was rounded out by Bobbie Reber and Claire Kellner. The
combinations’ final first round score was an average of the three individual
scores given by each panel. As is typical in a final, the top 10 riders returned in
reverse order of merit for round two. 

Krome and Rawlins' second round made the most of the arena, incorporating
multiple bending lines, combinations, and a bounce obstacle. With the leading
score of 88.83 in the first round, Colter was the final to return for round two and
delivered a trip that the judges’ gave an 84.66. 

“In the second round, I really just wanted to keep calm, because I feel like I'm
not used to the pressure yet,” she explained. “I wanted to find each jump in the
same striding and not get too fast or ahead of myself, and it worked out.” 

Charlotte Colter in her winning presentation. Photo by Shawn McMillen
Photography

At the end of the second round, Colter’s two-round total led by only .32 points
from runner-up Kenzie Smith, necessitating a final ride-off test.

“In the test I wanted to keep to my plan as I went in,” Colter added. “I didn't want
to do anything crazy, but instead just execute what the judges were asking for,
well.” 

Ultimately, the 16-year-old’s test performance held strong for the win, totaling
257.15 points. She credited both the experience of trainer Berry Porter and of
her 17-year-old Selle Francais mount, Juice Wrld, with her win. 

“I think he makes me look better than I do,” Colter laughed. “He makes me feel
confident knowing he's done all this stuff, and whatever I ask him to do, he'll try
the hardest to do right.”

As is tradition, Colter took a sharpie to the banner of previous winners and
added her name to make it official. 

Kenzie Smith of Shoreham, NY, accepted the reserve title with a total of 254.82
points aboard Ashland Farms’ 12-year-old Zangersheide gelding, Ari. Grace
Stenbeck-Werner from North Salem, NY, rounded out the top three, earning a
score of 170.33 points across the two rounds with Oxford, a seven-year-old
KWPN gelding owned by Sorensen Stables. 

Hear from THIS National Children's Medal Final winner Charlotte Colter

Darby Mullally and Glasgow Deliver Winning Ride in
$10,000 NAL Children’s Hunter Finals

Saturday evening’s featured event saw 32 horse-and-rider pairings vying for top
prize in the $10,000 North American League (NAL) Children’s Hunter Finals,
presented by Annette Longenecker. Following two rounds of competition, 12-
year-old Darby Mullally emerged victorious. 

Judges Bobbie Reber and Lyman T Whitehead were responsible for scoring
each pair, and the 12 highest-scoring duos returned for a second round to
determine final placings. Mullally’s first-round score of 86 put her in the
penultimate spot to return over the second course, with Allie-Ross Thomas in
the lead after round one. Mullally earned a score of 90 from the judges at the
completion of the second round and secured her spot at the top with a total
score of 176. 

“My trainers told me to ride my ride, and the only person that I need to be is
myself,” explained Mullally of her plan. “We worked a lot on bending lines at
home, so I wasn't really worried about the bending lines. I was worried about
resetting in the corners because that's something that I’ve struggled with before
but we've gotten a lot better.”

While the win was a first for the young rider, Glasgow, fondly known as “Teddy”
in the barn, is a repeat champion, having won this same event in 2025. 

Glasgow won for two years in a row, piloted by Darby Mullally in 2026. Photo by
Shawn McMillen Photography

“I love him so much, and he's my favorite horse that I've ever had because he's
so kind and gentle,” said Mullally of the Callari Horses LLC’s 15-year-old KWPN
gelding. “It was a little hard to learn him at first because he's a lot different than
anything I've ever ridden before, but then, it got easier.”

Much like Glasgow’s victory with George Kelly in 2025, the victory is bittersweet
as it marks one of the pair’s final few competitions together. 

“It's very special winning this class, because he won the same class last year,
and this is my first 90,” Mullally detailed. “Last year, I just came for experience,
but then this year, I came to be competitive, and I'm really glad that I could do
that.”

Thomas’s two-round total of 165 with her own 12-year-old Holsteiner gelding,
Leandro, claimed second place, and Elsa Coleman piloted her 12-year-old
Hanoverian gelding, Luxor, into third. 

Darby Mullally and Glasgow in their winning presentation with Annette Longenecker
representing the North American League, trainers Jacob Pope and Nick Pongracz,
manager Morgan Bullock, and groom Horacio Valdez. Photo by Shawn McMillen

Photography

The North American League (NAL) offers year-long series in six divisions – Adult
Hunter Presented by R & R Hunter Horses, Children’s Hunter, 1.10/1.15m Amateur
Jumper Presented by SmartEquine, 1.10/1.15m Junior Jumper, 1.20/1.25m
Junior/Amateur Jumper and 1.30/1.35m Junior/Amateur Jumper Presented by
Parlanti. The series includes classes held at hundreds of horse shows across the
United States and Canada, giving riders in these divisions a chance to ride in year-
end finals at two major shows – the West Coast Finals at the Sunshine 1 Horse Show
in Thermal, California, October 28-November 1, and the National Finals at the Capital
Challenge Horse Show at the Prince George’s Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro,
MD, September 23- October 4.

Sunday, September 27, will mark the conclusion of the 2026 Equitation Showcase,
presented by BIGEQ.com. Highlights of the day will include the Palm Beach
International Academy (PBIA) North American Junior Equitation Championships as
well as the $10,000 North American League (NAL) Adult Hunter Finals. 

Charlotte Colter on her victory gallop
under the THIS banner she would soon

sign.

Darby Mullally and Glasgow after their
victorious presentation.

12 & Under Equitation Section B

Champion: Corinne Colter and Favorit
Julius, owned by Caroline Moore

Reserve Champion: Avery Edmonds and
her own Hope Valley

13-14 Year Old Equitation Section B,
sponsored by Grafton Ridge

Champion: Carsyn Korotkin and S&L
Predictable, owned by Sandalwood Farm

Reserve Champion: Wyatt Rofey and
Grand Gesture RW, owned by Gowe
Farms

15 Year Old Equitation Section B

Champion: Kaitlyn Linck and her own Don
Touch de Tiji Z

Reserve Champion: Emi Richard and
Diaceur, owned by Heritage Farm, Inc.

16 Year Old Equitation Section B,
sponsored by Kent Farrington LLC

Champion: Faith Schuttemeyer and Blue
Status, owned by First Blue LLC

Reserve Champion: Baylee Rowan and
Pynnock van Horst, owned by Fortis
Equine

17 Year Old Equitation Section B,
sponsored by Ashland Farms

Champion: Rylynn Conway and Castlefield
Spartacus, owned by West Hill

Reserve Champion: Violet Tatum and
Kruz, owned by Bridgeport Farms LLC

North American Junior Flat Equitation
Championship

Champion: Faith Schuttemeyer and Blue
Status

Photos by Shawn McMillen Photography

For more information on the 2026 Capital Challenge Horse Show, please visit
www.CapitalChallenge.org. Additional information, photos, and coverage can be
found on Facebook or Instagram. For winning rounds and rider interviews,
check out the Capital Challenge Horse Show YouTube channel.

About the Capital Challenge Horse Show 

The Capital Challenge Horse Show, an official USEF Heritage Competition, has a
distinct and unique focus on preeminent hunter and equitation competition. The 2026
edition of the Capital Challenge Horse Show will take place from September 23-
October 4. The 12 days of competition include prestigious equitation events, jumper
divisions, the World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Finals, the Green Hunter
North American Championships, and more, with many of the country’s best horses
and riders competing in junior, amateur, and professional divisions.
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