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UNLIKE A human booking a trip abroad for a person, exporting

a horse from the United States involves much more than simply 
reserving a spot on the airplane. Each country has its own entry

requirements for horses, so owners should visit the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) website to learn about

what their horse will need for its destination. Fortunately, a 
USDA-licensed veterinarian and even a knowledgeable shipping 
company can help guide owners through this process. Palm Beach 
Equine Clinic's Dr. Janet Greenfield Davis shared her advice for 
owners preparing their horse for international travel: 

Blood t..ts a"'equi『ed伽export totestfo『disea..;Be p叩叫ea”,whenyouam p1anningtoe`”“ 
you『.....切plan.

WHAT TO 
EXPECT WHEN 

EXPORTING 
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Greenfield Davis said, revealing that the 
biggest mistake she secs own叩ma如s
leaving preparations until the last minute. 
Running blood tes1s, completing 
paperwork, and 釭gani,.ing travel with 
the shipping company all take time to 
coordinate, so reaching out to shippers 
and veterinarians well in advance is the 
沁I way to ensure the ho函will meet all 
the requiremen飞lo fly. Dr. Greenfield 
Davis also recommended keeping horses 
cu,rent on vaccines lo minimize the time 
nccd叫to prepare the horse for travel. 
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for entry to ensure animals are free 
from diseases of concern. Most will 

,·equi,e a negalive Coggins test, oflen 
taken within a certain number of days 
before departure, but other tests will 
depend on the health outlook in the 
country at that time. 

The owner's veterinarian will 
draw blood and send the samples to a lab­
叩'.Ory in the U.S. for I岱ting, but some 
countries have stricter protocols than oth­
ers. Dr. Greenfield Davis warned, "Many 
international competitions require blood 
work to be done at specific laboratories 
in the European Union. Owners need to 
make sure that they read the paperwork 
and know this ahead of time so they can
make travel plans in advance." In this 
case, the horse would likely need to be 

shipped to the European Union (EU) for 
testing坎forc如ng cleared to continue to 
the,r final destinatio几
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form of
identification for the horse is necessary 
for exporI PassporIsmay be 1ssued by 
a breed o, discipline o,ganization, such
as the F础ration Equestre 
Internationale (FE!). Dr. Greenfield 
Davis stated that microchips are also 
widely used for identification. Still, 
owners should ensure that the horse,s 
”“QULI,'p,`”“ly,c.d心1c“'d tl“' 
the info,rnabon associated with it 
matches the horses paperwork. 

Additionally, the owner should factor 
in the time needed for the USDA to 
review the required veterinary paper• 
work and mail ii back. When shipping 10 
the EU, for example, all paperwork must 
be completed within 48 hou,s of travel, 
mating a sho,t window of oppo,tunily. 
"It's in1portan1 lo ha心a good team 
bet,,•een the shipper and veterinarian 
lhal can be on lhe ball lo get it done," 
D,. Greenfield Davis assorted 
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will n心d to arrive at the airport a certain 
number of hours before the小ght to be 
;n,pected by a USDA agent. Th;, agenl 
WIll determme whether the hor沈IS
physically fit enough lo fly, so the horse 

must be kepi in good health leading up 
to the export date. Dr. G,绞nfield Davis
shar叫that open wounds, like summer 
sores, can be a reason horses are turned
away al lhis stage or are denied entry to 
lhe counl,y once landing at thei, 
destination. 

Ulliniately, it is es父ntial that owners 
begin planning their horses travel 
earl)，， leaving plenty of time to complete 
blood tests and book the horse's spot 
on the airplane. Paying close allention 
to detail is also ;mportant, and owners 
should cacefully check pape,wu,k 
and prcpa氏the hom thoroughly for 
travel. Exporting a horse can feel like a 
daunling p,ocess, bul hav;ng the ,ight 
professionals to help will make all the 
difference in creating a smooth travel 
experience for both horse and owner.心
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