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Vince and Kadara Top a Blistering Jump-Off Field
Upper Marlboro, MD – Jumpers joined the show on Thursday, October 2, at the 2025
Capital Challenge Horse Show at The Show Place Arena for the North American
League (NAL) Finals at the 1.15m height for juniors and amateurs. Earlier in the day,
the Amateur-Owner Hunters determined their champions, while the Adult Hunters ran
three divisions in the outdoor arena to determine a grand champion.

Willow Vince and Kadara were fastest to win the $10,000 NAL 1.15m Amateur Jumper
Final, presented by SmartEquine. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

In the $10,000 NAL 1.15m Amateur Jumper Final presented by SmartEquine, the top
four finishers in the jump-off were within one second of each other. However, it was
Willow Vince of Verbank, NY, and Kadara, owned by Summer Stone Farm, who were
able to trip the timers with the fastest time of 34.164 seconds over seven other
competitors in the second round. Second place went to Taylor Kungle on Breakwater
Farm LLC’s Quickly Stated, who finished in 34.385 seconds. With a time of 34.955
seconds, Rachel Boggus and Conrad 149, owned by 18 Gauge LLC, placed third.

“She has two speeds — fast and faster — so in the first round, we always try to kind
of go slow and then we can really gallop in the jump off. In the jump-off, sometimes I
get a little too casual to jump one or I go a little too fast, so I wanted to meet jump one
very nicely,” said Vince of her riding plan. “I know my horse is so quick, and I just
used her specialty of going fast. I just kept putting my foot on the gas.”

Vince described the 10-year-old KWPN mare by Dakar VDL as a “typical mare.” She
continued, “She's a little opinionated in the barn, but will do absolutely everything for
me, and I just couldn't thank her enough.”

Read More

Watch an interview with Willow Vince!

Babun and Her Soulmate Notch “Amazing” Win

In the $10,000 North American League (NAL) 1.15m Junior Jumper Final, it was a
race to the very last of 15 rides in the jump-off. Turning in the final performance were
Katherine Babun and Amazing Z, who were able to top everyone with a second clear
round in a time of 33.116 seconds. Second place went to Georgina Jewell on her own
Conny 424, who were clear in 34.497 seconds. With a time of 34.623 seconds, Emi
Richard rode Canturino for Oceans Edge Farm to third place.

Heading into the arena, Babun knew she had to give a strong ride after yesterday’s
welcome when she “didn’t have the best round.” Despite some nerves, Babun
accomplished her goal with Amazing Z, who was in her first competition in an indoor
arena.

Amazing Z helped Katherine Babun win their first time indoors together. Photo by Shawn
McMillen Photography

“My plan for the jump-off was just to go fast and not to second guess myself because
she’s so game and I trust her,” she said of her second ride. “Since everybody was
having such fast times, it was just not slow down and ride off my gallop. She's better
that way, and I think that everything just came off the gap, and I think it worked out.”

Read More

Listen to Katherine Babun's thoughts on her NAL win

Martha Ingram Sweeps Grand Championships

While Martha Ingram is no stranger to winning grand hunter championships at Capital
Challenge, she had not captured one with her longtime partner Private Practice. The
pair won all three over fences classes to win the Amateur-Owner 3’3” 18-35 Hunter
division, sponsored by Pine Hollow Farm, which also named them Grand Amateur-
Owner 3’3” Hunter Champions, which is sponsored by Woodhill Farm. The pair was
presented with the Missy McCutcheon Memorial Trophy donated by Susie Baker, Dr.
Michele Hollis, and John Yozell, and Ingram won the Best Amateur-Owner 3’3” Rider
Award, sponsored by Spring Mill Farm.

“He's always been amazing, but with age he's gotten easier and easier and easier,”
said Ingram of the 15-year-old Holsteiner gelding by Lordanos. “He's such a pro that
we really don't do too much, and he just comes out and he's a winner, day in and day
out. I've had him about five years now, and he feels better now than he did even five
years ago. I'm really thankful to our team for keeping him so happy and healthy.”

Private Practice handed Martha Ingram another Grand Amateur-Owner 3'6" Hunter
Championship. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

Moving from one division to the next, Ingram kept on winning, this time with Jenkins in
the Amateur-Owner 3’6” 18-35 Hunters where they picked up first, second, and sixth
places for the division championship, sponsored by The Hallman Family and
Merrylegs South LLC. These ribbons also secured them the Grand Amateur-Owner
3’6” Championship, sponsored by Finally Farm, and they received the Dr. Harold M.S.
Smith Trophy donated by Dr. Suzanne Smith and Dr. Peter Craig. Ingram was
presented with the Best Amateur-Owner 3’6” Rider Award sponsored by Mr. and Mrs.
Ernest M. Oare and awarded The So Many Ways Challenge Trophy donated by
Karen Kramer.

“He is just a sweet, honest animal,” described Ingram of the nine-year-old KWPN
gelding by Charisma. “We got him from Nick Haness a few years ago, and I can't say
enough about how adorable and sweet this animal is. His name is ‘Baby J’ in the
barn.”

With his 16.2-hand height and big body, Ingram has learned to manage him through a
course of jumps and noted that his rideability has improved through the years.

Read More

Gallery of Champions

Amateur-Owner Hunter 3'3" 18-35

Sponsored by Pine Hollow Farm

Champion: Private Practice, John &
Stephanie Ingram LLC, Martha Ingram

Reserve: Soirée, Elle Gibbs, Elle Gibbs

Amateur-Owner Hunter 3’3” 36 & Over

Champion: Chacoon’s Nevo PS, Margot
Peroni, Margot Peroni

Reserve: Frosted, Rindy Dominguez,
Rindy Dominguez

Amateur-Owner Hunter 3’6” 18-35

Sponsored by The Hallman Family and
MerryLegs South LLC

Champion: Jenkins, John & Stephanie
Ingram LLC, Martha Ingram

Reserve: Decisive, Walkenbach
Equestrian LLC, Lanie Walkenbach

Amateur-Owner Hunter 3’6” 36 & Over

Sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M.
Oare

Champion: Dicoblue PS, John &
Stephanie Ingram LLC, John Ingram

Reserve: Odette, John & Stephanie
Ingram LLC, John Ingram

Photos by Shawn McMillen Photography

About the Capital Challenge Horse Show 

The Capital Challenge Horse Show, an official USEF Heritage Competition, has a
distinct and unique focus on preeminent hunter and equitation competition. The 2025
edition of the Capital Challenge Horse Show will take place from September 24-
October 5. The 12 days of competition include prestigious equitation events, jumper
divisions, the World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Finals, the Green Hunter
North American Championships, and more, with many of the country’s best horses
and riders competing in junior, amateur, and professional divisions.
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