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Steege and Lafitte de Muze Double Up Victory
October 1, 2025 – Upper Marlboro, MD – In the highlight class of the week, Amanda
Steege and Lafitte de Muze, owned by Cheryl Olsten, won their second consecutive
$50,000 World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Professional Challenge,
presented by The Gochman Family and the John R. Ingram Fund. Michael Andrade
rode Forever Romance, owned by Gochman Sport Horses, to the win in the $10,000
WCHR Developing Pro Challenge, presented by the John R. Ingram Fund. Scott
Stewart piloted Stephanie Danhakl’s Cadet to victory in the $25,000 North American
Green Hunter 3’ & 3’3” Championship, presented by The Wheeler Family, while
Geoffrey Hesslink and Paisley Park, owned by Andesite Equestrian, were Grand
Hunter Champions once again.

Lafitte de Muze showing his usual incredible form to win the $50,000 WCHR Professional
Challenge with Amanda Steege. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

As the only combination to score above 90 in both rounds (91 and 92.33), Lafitte de
Muze, a 14-year-old BWP gelding by Darco, and Amanda Steege garnered the top
score of 183.33 for victory. Following with a total of 181.24 after scoring 89.83 and
91.41, John French and Babylon, owned by Walkenbach Equestrian LLC, just missed
winning their fourth Pro Challenge. Nick Haness and Circa, owned by Wade
Equestrian Farms LLC, scored 89.16 and 91.33 for 180.49 total and third place.

Steege and “Lafitte” graced the winner’s circle for the third time (they first won in
2018) and the second year in a row, which helped them qualify for the WCHR Hunter
Spectacular this winter in Florida as well as gave Steege a place in Friday night’s
WCHR Professional Finals.

“It's always such a thrill to win this class,” confirmed Steege, “but it was extra special
to win it back to back on Lafitte. It's one of the classes that we all plan for all year
long, and with the quality of the horses that end up in this class and the crowd and the
atmosphere here at Capital Challenge, I feel like the horses and the riders really rise
to the challenge.”

Read More

See what Amanda Steege has to say about Lafitte and her win!

Paisley Park Repeats Grand Hunter Champion Award

For the second year in a row, Paisley Park and Geoffrey Hesslink, riding for Andesite
Equestrian, won the Grand Hunter Championship sponsored by Brad Wolf. This came
after a championship in the Performance Hunter 3’6” division where they placed first,
first, and third over fences and won the under saddle.

Hesslink has ridden Paisley Park, named “Eli” in the barn, for five years, and they
have had championship success every year at Capital Challenge. “He's really special
to me,” expressed Hesslink of the 13-year-old KWPN gelding (Carambole x Voltaire).
“He's done a lot for a lot of people, including myself. He's a very giving horse. He tries
really hard all the time, so I love him for that.”

Geoffrey Hesslink and Paisley Park in their Grand Hunter Championship presentation with
Brendan Williams. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

Read More

Grand Champion Conformation Hunter

The Kenneth M. Wheeler Perpetual Trophy
donated by BJ Meeks and Pablo Perez

Derbydown Trip of the Show

Sponsored by Louise Serio

Odette, John & Stephanie Ingram LLC,
Victoria Colvin

Grand Champion Green Hunter 3’ & 3’3”

Sponsored by David Belford and
Christopher Payne, New Hope LLC

“A Rare Diamond” Perpetual Trophy
donated by “The Friends of Mickey”

Valentine, Martin Schlaeppi, Daniel Geitner

Grand Champion Green Hunter 3’6”

Sponsored by Memorial Park Hunters

The Monarch Memorial Trophy donated by
Geoffrey Hesslink and Brendan Williams

Fidelio, Dr. Betsee Parker, Scott Stewart

Grand Green Hunter Champion

Sponsored by Carleton and Traci Brooks,
Balmoral

Fidelio, Dr. Betsee Parker, Scott Stewart

Photos by Shawn McMillen Photography

Andrade Catch Rides to Developing Pro Win

In his first competition together with Forever Romance, 28-year-old Michael Andrade
rode two beautiful rounds for scores of 91 and 87.83 and a total of 178.83 to win the
$10,000 WCHR Developing Pro Challenge presented by the John R. Ingram Fund.
Kelsey Epperson and More Fun, owned by Glade Run Farm LLC, received scores of
89.5 and 87.83 for a 177.33 total and second place. Sarah Moberg rode Thunderbird,
owned by India Kulkin, to third place with scores of 87.43 and 88.16 for a 175.59 total.

Andrade qualified for the WCHR Developing Pro Challenge during the summer riding
a young horse for trainer Sarah Barge and while he has known Forever Romance for
years, he first rode “Flynn,” who also competes in the Amateur-Owner 3’3” Hunter 36
& Over division with Becky Gochman, this week.

“He's just an incredible horse,” said Andrade of the 11-year-old Holsteiner gelding by
Connor. “I'm grateful and lucky enough that I got to show him this evening.”

Michael Andrade used his Intercollegiate Horse Shows Association experience to handily
catch ride Forever Romance to victory. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

Read More

Watch an interview with developing pro Michael Andrade

Stewart Shows How It’s Done – Again

With a first round score of 89.83 and coming back in the lead to dominate round two
with a 90.41, Scott Stewart and Cadet, owned by Stephanie Danhakl, won the
$25,000 3’ & 3’3” North American Green Hunter Championship presented by The
Wheeler Family on a total of 180.24. Close behind in second place were Geoffrey
Hesslink and Game On, owned by Kulkin Equestrian, who scored 89.66 and 90 for a
179.66 total. Stewart also picked up third place with Capaldi, owned by Rivers Edge,
with scores of 87.83 and 89.33 for a total of 177.16.

Stewart was 12th with Confetti, owned by Bonhuer LLC, and rode another three
horses in the class. It was all in a day’s work for Stewart, who has won this class nine
other times. Bringing up young horses is Stewart’s passion and he noted that having
this championship is a bonus for riders, trainers, and owners. He added, “It’s great to
have this showcase.”

Scott Stewart and Cadet led both rounds to win the $25,000 North American Green Hunter
Championship. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

Cadet, a seven-year-old Zangersheide gelding by Untouchable x Clinton, showed
with owner Danhakl earlier in the morning in the Amateur-Owner 3’3” 36 & Over
Hunters, which made Stewart and his team wonder if he might be too quiet.

Read More

See what Scott has to say about his 10th win in the North American Green Hunter
Championship!

Special Award Winners

Marshall + Sterling Green Hunter 3’ & 3”
Trip of the Show

Sponsored by Marshall + Sterling

Carter, Rein Family LLC, Brady Mitchell:
92.5

Marshall + Sterling Professional Trip of
the Show

Carter, Rein Family LLC, Brady Mitchell:
92.5
Odette, John & Stephanie Ingram LLC,
Victoria Colvin: 92.5

William “Bill” Ellis Horsemanship
Award

Sponsored by Julie Karpan and Dr. Robert
and Michelle Barber

Dedicated in memory of Bill Ellis for his
exceptional commitment to horsemanship,
awarded to the best turned out horse in
the Green Hunter 3’ & 3’3” North American
Championship

Game On, Kulkin Equestrian, Geoffrey
Hesslink

American Style of Riding Award –
Developing Professional Challenge

Sponsored by Bill Rube

Kelsey Epperson

American Style of Riding Award –
Professional Challenge

Joie Gatlin

Developing Professional High Point
Award in Memory of Jeff Wirthman

Awarded to the Developing Professional
who receives the highest-scoring round in
a Professional division

Sponsored by Sea Change Farm and
Sunset View Farm

Positano, Victoria Lacagnina, John
Zambrano

Horse Show Hero Award

Sponsored by Bill Rube

Tom Carlson

Tribute Award

Tribute Perpetual Trophy, donated by Scott
Stewart and Ken Berkley, Rivers Edge

Crystal Blue, Walkenbach Equestrian LLC,
John French

Photos by Shawn McMillen Photography

About the Capital Challenge Horse Show 

The Capital Challenge Horse Show, an official USEF Heritage Competition, has a
distinct and unique focus on preeminent hunter and equitation competition. The 2025
edition of the Capital Challenge Horse Show will take place from September 24-
October 5. The 12 days of competition include prestigious equitation events, jumper
divisions, the World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Finals, the Green Hunter
North American Championships, and more, with many of the country’s best horses
and riders competing in junior, amateur, and professional divisions.
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