
Friday, October 4

Results and Orders Live Stream

Scott Stewart Triumphs for Eighth Time in $30,000 WCHR
Professional Finals

Upper Marlboro, MD – Two highlight events were held on Friday, October 4, 2024,
at the Capital Challenge Horse Show, which runs at the Prince George’s Equestrian
Center through Sunday, October 6. The evening competition featured the top four
hunter riders in the country going head-to-head in the $30,000 World Championship
Hunter Rider (WCHR) Professional Finals, presented by Walkenbach Equestrian,
and it was Scott Stewart who triumphed by riding four unfamiliar horses, taking
home his eighth win out of 23 appearances in the 31 years of the class.

The top three riders in the United States Hunter Jumper Association (USHJA)
National Professional Rider standings – Nick Haness, Geoffrey Hesslink, and Scott
Stewart – qualified for the WCHR Professional Finals along with Wednesday’s
WCHR Professional Challenge winner, Amanda Steege.

Shown here on RSH Kallahan, Scott Stewart won the WCHR
Professional Finals. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

“I still get nervous,”
conceded Stewart. “It's
a great honor to be
included in these group
of riders. I'm hopeful
that I'll get to keep doing
it. I've won it enough,
and I just enjoyed doing
it, so I wasn't really
expecting to win, but I
was, I would say,
probably the most
relaxed I've ever been.”

Second-placed rider Geoffrey Hesslink and Chantino PS
scored 94.33. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

“I was just happy to be
in the top three,” said
Hesslink, who aims to
gain points in order to
compete in the WCHR
Pro Finals. “I grew up
watching this class as a
young kid and
remember idolizing
every rider, literally
dreaming of one day
doing it, and thinking it
was so out of reach. To
be here means a lot to
me, and I'm really
grateful for every time I
get to do it.”

Amanda Steege, who finished third, rode Hello Houston Z in
the second round. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

“All the horses were
wonderful,” said Steege.
“We were so thankful to
the owners and trainers
and people that spent all
day getting those horses
ready so that we could
have so much fun.”

Fourth-placed finisher Nick Haness on Ton Amie Van Spieveld,
who won The Far West Farms Perpetual Trophy as best horse.

Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

“Honestly, it feels great
to win,” said Haness,
who won this class in
2022, “but it feels great
to watch what just
happened, and Scott
just gave us all a riding
lesson. It was great to
see him be so magical
out there. It was really
admirable to see what
he could accomplish
with those horses, and
that inspires me as a
young professional to
look forward to trying to
do more.”

Nick Haness, Carl Weeden, Amanda Steege, Sharon Lynn Campbell, Geoffrey Hesslink, Louise
Serio, Scott Stewart, Whitney Allen, and Jennifer Glass in the top four rider recognition for the

WCHR Professional Finals. Photo by Shawn McMillen Photography

Read the Full Story Here

Change of Pace for Liverno

Twenty-year-old Elizabeth Cram had the good fortune to have her winning equitation
mount, Liverno, “fall into her lap” in May of 2024 as he made the transition from
eventing to equitation. The horse arrived at her family’s farm, and it became a quick
connection between “Vern” and Cram.

“We weren’t actually looking for him,” admitted Cram. “Someone sent him to us to
sell, and he ended up being the perfect match for me. My mom Cathy was amazing
and bought him. She was going to show him herself, but I kind of took over the reins
myself over the summer. We started showing in the Ariat classes, got qualifed, and
now we’re here.”

Elizabeth Cram and Liverno won the Ariat National Adult Medal Finals. Photo by Shawn
McMillen Photography

After a second-place finish in last week’s North American Adult Equitation
Championships, Cram had to return to school at the University of Georgia, where
she rides on the equestrian team and studies accounting and finance. She flew back
to Maryland on Thursday evening and was in The Show Place Arena with Vern to
impress the judges Friday afternoon. The judges rewarded them with a score of
91.5, which put them into the lead at the end of the first round.

The top ten riders returned for a second round which included places to shine,
inside turns, a bounce, and a gallop to the final oxer. Cram completed a neat,
mistake-free ride, and her score of 89.16 and total of 180.66 was enough to place
first without need for additional testing.

Read More

Watch an interview with WCHR Pro Finals
winner Scott Stewart.

Watch Here

Find out more about Ariat National Adult
Medal Finals winner Elizabeth Cram.

Watch Here

Photos by Shawn McMillen Photography

Photos by Flaxen Mane Media

When posting about the 2024 Capital Challenge Horse Show on Instagram and
TikTok, be sure to tag us and use #CCHS2024 or #capitalchallenge for a chance to
be featured in the daily newsletter.

Follow Us on Instagram Like Us on Facebook

About the Capital Challenge Horse Show

The Capital Challenge Horse Show, an official USEF Heritage Competition, has a
distinct and unique focus on preeminent hunter and equitation competition. The
2023 edition of the Capital Challenge Horse Show will take place from September
28-October 8. The 11 days of competition will include prestigious equitation events,
jumper divisions, the World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Finals, the
$25,000 3’ and 3’3” Green Hunter North American Championships, and more, with
many of the country’s best horses and riders competing in junior, amateur, and
professional divisions.
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https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pphorse.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=4a9a121c1dda79302e56e7f5d5764ede5a82e2d1e311c23fd14a967f629efb62
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpjpfarm.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f899c31e584b318bdec6adbe1763728292b6e9fe4251d182a716bd691f591f40
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.quailhollowtack.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=655cb249cd7ec7fda1e5a9f3cbb2ac7867a7b90a527fd6aab370094a0c6a07d2
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Friders-boutique.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=df577abc92cb7bc2fd3c643f0bf7399cbf0fade126f8f5c54f6ad041444762c8
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsaddleridgellc%2F&cfid=4850&vh=adae4b39f9f526ea48e2acbeef1a72a073a8f6a2bb09c6ac5eca952962ab446a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsharoncampbell.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=e4d909f68351a473c92974f78676b2508896a6153c03752c33f39dcc669fc5e4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartpakequine.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2947b79c6dbed5ea96dcc60ac93d8cf5ba9e4ed4943ffde1312cd10167887e4e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthishorseinsurance.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=05f7ab61b254141312a4142f5fdf6aabc5deb542958f5006f9408b0cb2701514
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthreeshipsllc.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=a05d2d9b18ce7cd74b5216269b07cac96c422cbe36ac5315e138cda22c90396e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fturnham_green_farms%2F%3Fhl%3Den&cfid=4850&vh=b629015933e190748cfc17491a7fb4987026666e8cb17caba3d2045e2a63923c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgolfcartrentals.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9c42707fc17ab187a446aacb6a8ff68191033ed21b6ee420092a7ddb40e4f5c1
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fvogelnyc.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f81f469f16917a11da1c4c62d1af03e6a58775ff81d96d4843b66f277426bb7e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fvoltairedesign.com%2Ffr%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b1bee81ca36bd633a9640fd77d9fb3d48cbfccc31591aebf6c76c751853cdd5d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwalkenbachequestrian%2F%3F__d%3D1%253Futm_source%253Dig_embed&cfid=4850&vh=ada731a9fe61963caff81ad7e7cf935fc6966eb3701abf81172f97844f36ddd1
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwihs.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2d0e4c6fa363aa9d97511a451c46e5984c3ad85234bbe55f475c50af55ff1a8d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwindsorstables-ga.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f47e43eb64934a348751643cc1d67aa6ebd4ac5de6d40ad84357fbc8052c118b
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usef.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=d715fb6913a295b8b58088c60afc872633df0a65d2d4c361cffb5df6e4f85888
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ushja.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=1b160dca0dbe4406e865927e20531f6268aa9ffe2d10f75002adaa66e8f12817
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=201839&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ushja.org%2Fcompetition%2Fhunter%2Fworld-championship-hunter-rider-program&cfid=4850&vh=f1b34430d8a8c4cabff77bb8ca7cb7e667db0f15efdd0e171b53ec178b9607ca

