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TIP OF THE
MONTH:

Ensure you have a
written boarding
contract containing all
necessary information.

Written boarding contracts
protect both the horse and
barn owner. Aside from the
financial terms and other
conditions of boarding, the
contract should document
an emergency contact
phone number, the
emergency vet number and
the insurance company
insuring the horse. When a
problem arises, this
information must be readily
accessible to those at the
farm. The contract should

also include authorization for

the barn owner to contact
the emergency vet and to
take necessary actions if the
owner or owner’s agent is
not available when crisis
strikes.
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Avoiding Protracted Litigation

After the Sale
By Jessica E. Choper, Esq.

Most often, the bill of sale marks the completion of the
sales transaction, with the buyer getting the horse
anticipated and the seller receiving consideration. The
thought of litigation is not the foremost of considerations.
But the potential for a buyer feeling duped and the seller
feeling vulnerable to suit exists and basic measures
could be taken to minimize the risk to both parties.

When dealing with horses anything can go wrong, from
an unanticipated injury, exacerbation of a pre-existing
condition, development of a new illness, or
incompatibility of horse and rider, just to name a few.
Click here to read the basic guidelines that may help
avert a claim of non-disclosure and fraud against a
seller, maximize the buyer’s knowledge of the horse’s
health prior to purchase, and ultimately assist in
avoiding the incurrence of legal fees if problems
materialize.

Meet the Team: Jessica E. Choper,
Esq.

While Leone Equestrian Law, LLC bears the name of
founding partner Armand Leone, the equestrian law firm
would not be complete without attorney Jessica E.
Choper.

Choper has been an
integral part of the firm
since its inception, and
she brings more than
25 years of experience
to the New Jersey-
based equestrian law
practice.

Choper graduated from Mount Holyoke College with a
bachelor’s degree in politics before receiving her law
degree from the George Washington University Law
School in 1990. A member of the American Association
for Justice and the New Jersey State Bar Association,
Choper joined Britcher Leone LLC in 2000, and,
together with Leone, began Leone Equestrian Law LLC
in 2014. As an attorney, Choper offers particular
expertise in equestrian matters, medical malpractice,
and appellate practice.

A lifelong equestrian, Choper has also competed
successfully in both the junior and amateur hunter
divisions. Choper is currently a member of the United
States Equestrian Federation (USEF), the United States
Hunter Jumper Association (USHJA), and the American
Hanoverian Society.

Choper currently resides in Pennington, NJ, with her
husband, Andrew Friedheim, and their two daughters
Chloe, 17, and Margo, 13. Choper continues to ride and
compete under the tutelage and training of Amber Harte
of Brass Ring Farm, and she enjoys sharing the hobby
with both of her daughters.
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As with any form of
contract, leases vary in
complexity depending
on the particular needs
of the individuals
involved.

Read Armand Leone’s article “Less Risk, More
Reward" in The Plaid Horse to learn more about
getting the most out of your next lease.

About Leone Equestrian Law

Leone Equestrian Law LLC provides legal services and
consultation for equestrian professionals ranging from
riders and trainers to owners and show managers in the
FEI disciplines on a wide variety of issues. With a wealth
of experience in the equestrian industry, Leone
Equestrian Law LLC gives their clients personalized
care with the utmost respect for confidentiality. Visit
www.equestriancounsel.com fo learn more!




